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Agenda & Minutes




____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

North Los Angeles County Regional Center
15400 Sherman Way, Suite 100, Van Nuys, CA
Wednesday, June 12, 2013
6:30 p.m.

Board of Trustees Meeting

~ AGENDA ~

Call to Order & Introductions Yolanda Bosch
President

Public Input & Comments (3 minutes)

Consent Items (Packet #1, page 4)
A.  Approval of Agenda
B.  Approval of May 8" Board Meeting Minutes

Discussion: SB 468 Statewide Self-Determination Program (Packet #1, page 17)

Committee Action Items
A.  Administrative Affairs Committee (Craig Girard)
Approval of Purchase Reimbursement Contracts
Approval of Independent Living Services Contracts
Approval of Supported Living Services Contracts
Approval of Specialized Residential Facility Contracts
Approval of Contract with Edna Aftandelian, LCSW
Approval to Authorize an Officer to Secure Insurance for FY 2013-14
B. Execuﬂve Committee (Yolanda Bosch) (Packet #1, page 28)
* 1.  Approval of Master and Crtical Calendars for FY 2013-14
C.  Government & Community Relations Committee (Jetemy S.) (Packet #1, page 48)
* 1. Approval to Support SB 651 (Pavley): DCs and State Hospitals
* 2. Approval to Hold a Candidates Forum
D. Nominating Committee (Meredith Rimmer) (Packet #1, page 53)
1. Election of Nominees & Re-Nominees for FY 2013-14

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ K X
Uk LN

*a. Boatd of Trustees
* b. Slate of Officers
*c. Consumer Advisory Committee — Deferred

*d.  Vendor Advisory Committee

Director’s Report George Stevens
Executive Director

Administrative Affairs Committee Craig Girard
A.  Minutes of the May 29" Meeting Treasurer

B.  Financial Report for May 2013
C. 3 Quatter Financial Graphs

Association of Regional Center Agencies (ARCA) Jeremy Sunderland
A.  Next Meetings: June 20 & 21, 2013 (Sacramento) ARCA Delegate




____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Consumer Advisory Committee (Packet #1, page 55) Mary Jo Fernando
A.  Minutes of the June 4™ Meeting Chair
B.  Updated CAC Event Calendar

10. Consumer Services Committee Jeremy Sunderland
A.  Minutes of the May 22" Meeting Chair
B.  Community Meeting: Caseload Ratios
C.  Community Meeting: POS Disparity
D. 3 Quarter Appeals & Heatings Report

11. Executive Committee Yolanda Bosch
A.  Minutes of the May 29" Meeting Chair
B.  Committee Assignments for FY 2013-14
C.  Proposed Board Goals for FY 2013-14
D.  Conflict of Interest Statements
E.  Action Taken to Approve Funding a Presentation by Geotge Braddock
F. Action Taken to Send Letters to DDS, Service Providers, and Consumers
and their Families
12. Government & Community Relations (Packet #1, page 68) Jeremy Sunderland
A.  Minutes of the May 22" Meeting Chair
13. Housing Committee (Packet #1, page 74) Richard Dier
A.  Minutes of the May 13" Meeting Chair
A.  Resignation of Katie Mead Chair
B. Minutes of June __ Conference Call
15.  Post-Retirement Medical Trust — No Report Yolanda Bosch
A.  Next Quartetly Meeting: Wednesday, July 31% Chair
16.  Strategic Planning Committee - No Repor? Meredith Rimmer
A.  Next Quarterly Meeting: Monday, August 5" Chair
17. Vendor Advisory Committee Jenni Moran
A.  Minutes of the June 6* Meeting Chair
B.  Results of the Service Provider Needs Assessment Survey

18.  Old Business / New Business (Packet #1, page 80)
A.  Attendance Sheets
B.  Complete Meeting Evaluations
C.  Visitation Reports

19. Announcements / Information / Public Input
A.  Next Board Meeting: Wednesday, August 14™, at 6:30 p.m. (no July meeting)
B.  Annual Board Dinner: Saturday, June 8", at 6:00 p.m.

20. Executive Session
A. Executive Director’s Evaluation

: 14. Nominating Committee Meredith Rimmer
. 21, Adjournment



Minutes of Regular Meeting
of

North Los Angeles County Regional Center
A Nonprofit Corporation

The Board of Trustees of North Los Angeles County Regional Centet, Inc., 2 nonprofit
corporation, held their regular board meeting at North Los Angeles County Regional Center,
15400 Sherman Way, Suite 170, Van Nuys, California, on May 8, 2013.

Trustees Present Trustees Absent Staff Present
Yolanda Bosch Martha Lopez Diane Ambrose
Richard Dier Jennifer Kaiser
Mary Jo Fernando Michele Marra
Craig Girard Sandra Rizo
Jenean Glover Kim Rolfes
Dawn Hamilton Guests Present Geotge Stevens
Sharoll Jackson Daniel Becerra

Duane Joslin Jessica Gould

Eric Leh Jonathan Istrin

Katie Mead Jay Lytton

Jenni Moran Kathleen Secchi

William Rayber Sima Semmel

Meredith Rimmer Gay Wane

Jetemy Sunderland Tavia Wooley

1. Call to Order & Introductions

The meeting was officially called to order by Yolanda Bosch, president, at 6:30 p.m.
when it was determined that a quorum was present. Introductions were made.

2. Public Input & Comments (3 minutes) - There was no public input.
3. Consent Items
A.  Approval of Revised Agenda (Packet #2, page 59)
M/S/C (J. Moran/]J. Glover) To approve the revised agenda as presented.
B.  Approval of April 10® Board Meeting Minutes (Packet #1, page 7)

M/S/C (D.Joslin/W. Rayber) To approve the minutes as presented.
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May 8, 2013

4. Presentation on Alternative Home Care’s Pediatric Palliative Care Program

Jonathan Istrin, Alternative Home Care’s executive director, inttoduced Sima Semmel,
their director of social services, who gave the presentation on their new pediatric
palliative care program. This innovative program provides care coordination, respite
care, bereavement counseling, expressive therapies (including art, music, play, massage,
etc.) and family training for children with chronic long-term illnesses and their families.
And these services are provided in addition to any services the child and family may be
receiving from the regional center.

5. Committee Action Items (Packet #1, page 15)

A.  Administrative Affairs Committee (Craig Girard)

* 1

* 2.

* 3.

* 4,

* 5.

Approval of Contract with Community Provider of Enrichment Services

M/S/C (D.]Joslin/K. Mead) To approve the contract with Community
Provider of Enrichment Services (CPES) as presented.

Approval of Contract with McRory Pediatric Services

M/S/C (J. Moran/E. Leh) To approve the contract with McRoty
Pediatric Services as presented.

Approval of Contract with Speech, Language, and Educational Associates

M/S/C (D Joslin/J. Moran) To approve the contract with Speech,
Language, and Educational Advocates as presented.

Approval of Contract with Valley Village

M/S/C (W. Raybet/]. Glovet) To approve the contract with Valley
Village as presented.

Kim added that the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) will
also need to approve this contract.

Approval of National Support Services (Packet #2, page 62)

M/S/C (D. Joslin/K. Mead) To approve the contract with National
Support Services as presented.
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Approval to Pay ARCA Dues for FY 2013-14

M/S/C (. Glovet/K. Mead) To approve payment of the ARCA dues
for FY 2013-14 in the amount of $68,251.00.

Approval of Corporate Resolution to Revise Credit Line

M/S/C (K. Mead/S. Jackson) To approve the cotporate tesolution to
revise the credit line, from $22 million to $58 million as presented.

Approval of Disbursement Instructions

M/S/C (. Motan/]. Sundetland) To approve the disbursement

Instructions as presented.

Approval of Corporate Resolution to Obtain Credit and Grant Security

M/S/C (D.Joslin/]. Sundetland) To apptove the corporate resolution
to obtain credit and grant security as presented.

Government & Community Relations Committee (Jeremy Sunderland)

1.

Approval of Legislative Strategy (Talking Points) for Legislative Visits

M/S/C (K. Mead/C. Giratd) To approve the 3 talking points for the
upcoming visits with legislators as presented.

Nominating Committee (Meredith Rimmer)

1.

Cancellation of May 1* and June 5" Meetings

M/S/C (C. Girard/]. Sundetland) To approve the cancellation of the
Nominating Committee’s May 1% and June 5" meetings, as their business
has been concluded.

Strategic Planning Committee (Meredith Rimmer)

1.

Approval to Fund Research Projects
The committee is seeking approval to enable George to explore hiring a

student or consultant to research the issues of lack of resources,
inadequate provider rates, staff turnover, authorization and utilization of

9
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services, and develop a report that includes recommendations on how
these issues could be resolved. The committee would also like George to
partner with other like-minded regional centets in this effort.

M/S/C (D.Joslin/K. Mead) To authotize Geotge to follow through on
this plan.

Action: George will take this to “The Way Forward” full group meeting
that will be held tomorrow at Harbor Regional Center, to see if he can
gamer the support of other regional centers.

Kathleen Secchi stated that she has information on a research program at
UC Itvine.

6. Director’s Report (Packet #2, page 65)

George addressed the following areas in his report: allocation methodology; the state
budget; legislation; regional center operations; and community activities. Copies of his
report were included in the meeting packet along with the center’s monthly quality
assurance, consumer statistics, and special incident reports. Also attached to his report
were:

A.  Information from the Senate Budget Subcommittee’s recent meeting.

B ARCA’s action alert urging people to contact their legislators to support the
restoration of the Early Start program to pre-2009 levels.

C.  Alegislative update that included critical bills that the center is monitoring.

D NLACRC’s purchase of service (POS) disparity documents. The center will hold
its required POS disparity community meeting at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 25t at
the center’s Van Nuys office.

7.  Administrative Affairs Committee (Packet #2, page 99)
A.  Minutes of the April 24™ Meeting
The minutes were included in packet #2; please contact Craig with any questions.
B.  Financial Report for April 2013

The operations budget is $34,401,195 with no projected sutplus or deficit. The
POS budget is $243,003,866 with projected expenses of $266,979,126, leaving a
deficit of $23,975,260. The family resource center budget is $122,721 for a total
budget of $277,527,782.

10
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10.

Association of Regional Center Agencies (ARCA)

A.

Next Meetings: June 20 & 21, 2013 (Sacramento)

The election of officers for the ARCA Board of Directors will take place at the
next meetings in June. Jeremy has been nominated to serve as board president,
but an alternative nominee for president has been presented. This reflects the

division of ARCA on how the different regional centers view their relationship
with ARCA and DDS.

Report on April 12" ARCA CAC Meeting (Packet #2, page115)
William provided the board with a written summary of the most recent ARCA

Consumer Advisory Committee meeting and reviewed highlights of the meeting
with the board. Please see William with any questions.

Consumer Advisory Committee (Packet #2, page 118)

A.
B.

Minutes of the April 2™ and May 7™ Meetings
Updated CAC Event Calendar

The minutes and event calendar were included in packet #2; please see Mary Jo
with any questions.

CAC Chair for FY 2013-14

Mary Jo announced that the committee elected her to serve a second term as
CAC chair!

Consumer Services Committee (Packet #1, page 36)

A.

Minutes of April 17" Meeting

The minutes were included in packet #1; please see Jeremy with any questions.
3" Quarter Exceptions/Exemptions Report

The exceptions report lists requests from consumers and families for setvices that
are outside of the centet’s service standards and whether those services were
apptoved or denied. During the 3 quarter of this fiscal year, the center

approved 239 requests and denied only 6. The exemptions report lists requests
made for services that have been suspended or reduced as a result of the trailer

11
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11.

bill language. The repott showed that during the 3 quarter of this fiscal year, no
exemptions were requested ot subsequently granted.

3" Quarter Consumer Diagnosis Report

Of the 19,025 consumers that the center serves, the diagnosis breakdown is as
follows:

Intellectual Disability: 8,177 (8.15% increase since July 1, 2010)
Autism: 6,311 (24.06% increase)

Cerebral Palsy: 531 (4.73% increase)

Epilepsy: 222 (2.78% increase)

Other developmental disability: 933 (12.27% inctease)

Early Start: 2,731 (12.47% increase)

SRR NS

Executive Committee (Packet #2, page 129)

A.

Minutes of April 24" Meeting
The minutes were included in packet #2; please see Yolanda with any questions.
Presentation of Draft Master & Critical Calendars for FY 2013-14

The Executive Committee reviewed both calendars at their last meeting and are
presenting them to the board for their review and input. Some meetings have
been changed from their regular time slots due to holidays and those changes
have been noted in the calendars. The calendars will be presented at next
month’s board meeting for approval.

Committee Selection Sheets for FY 2013-14

Committee selection sheets were provided and board members wete asked to
indicate which committees they would like to setve on next fiscal year and submit
that information to Jennifer by Friday, May 24®. Keep in mind that if you are
going to become a board officer, you will need to serve on the Executive
Committee. If you do not submit your choices, we will assume you have no
preference in committee selection.

Action Taken to Send Letter to DDS re: NLACRC’s Budget Status

12



NLACRC Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes Page 7

May 8, 2013

The Executive Committee took action, on behalf of the boatd, to approve
sending a letter to DDS with a status report on the center’s budget situation.
Copies of the letter were included in packet #2.

Action Taken to Approve Lease for Santa Clarita Valley Office

The Executive Committee took action, on behalf of the boatd, to approve the
least for the center’s new Santa Clarita Valley office.

Action Taken on Salary Adjustments

The Executive Committee took action, on behalf of the board, to approve salaty
adjustments.

Action Taken on Salary Negotiations

The Executive Committee took action, on behalf of the boatd, to approve the
salary negotiations.

Action Taken on Salary Ranges

The Executive Committee took action, on behalf of the boatd, to approve the
new salary ranges.

Action Taken on Market Adjustments

The Executive Committee took action, on behalf of the boatd, to approve market
adjustments that were made to certain staff positions.

12. Government & Community Relations (Packez #1, page 47)

A.

Minutes of April 17* Meeting
The minutes were included in packet #1; please see Jeremy with any questions.

Report on Legislative Breakfast, held April 12

The legislative breakfast was great! Jeremy thanked the planning committee for
all of their work putting it together. The speakers were wonderful. Patricia
Cambern, a parent advocate who has been involved in the system from the very
beginning and who served on NLACRC’s very first Boatd of Trustees, was
honored with the 17" Annual Jynny Retzinger Community Service Award.

13
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13. Housing Committee

A.  Next Quarterly Meeting: Monday, May 13*
14. Nominating Committee (Packet #2, page 162)
A.  Minutes of May 7*® Conference Call
The minutes were included in packet #2; please see Meredith with any questions.
B. Presentation of Nominees & Re-Nominees for FY 2013-14

Board of Trustees

Slate of Officers

Consumer Advisory Committee — Deferred
Vendor Advisory Committee

el S

Meredith presented the nominees and re-nominees. The elections will be held at
next month’s board meeting. The FY 2013-14 Nominating Committee will be
asked to fill the open positions on the Consumer Advisory Committee.
15. Post-Retirement Medical Trust (Packet #2, page 167)
A.  Minutes of April 24™ Meeting
The minutes were included in packet #2; please see Yolanda with any questions.

B. Statement on Current Trust Value

The value of the trust assets as of April 22, 2013 was $12,811,075 an increase of
$1,322,938 since the last quarterly report. The rate of return for the quarter
ending March 31, 2013 was 5.24%, the rate of return for the previous 12 months
was 8.54%, and the annualized rate of return since the trust’s inception, 101
months ago, was 5.37% (all net of fees).

16.  Strategic Planning Committee (Packet #2, page 172)

A.  Minutes of May 6™ Meeting

The minutes were included in packet #2; please see Meredith with any questions.

14
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17.

18.

19.

Meredith added that Cynthia Kawa-Sewell, executive ditector of New Horizons,
brought 2 issues to the committee’s attention:

1. The federal health plan’s effective on work activity programs.
2. Planning for aging consumers with Down syndrome and Alzheimer’s.

Vendor Advisory Committee (Packet #2, page 177)

A.

Minutes of April 4* and May 2™ Meetings

The minutes from both meetings were included in packet #2; please see Jenni
with any questions.

VAC Chair for FY 2013-14

Jenni announced that the VAC elected her to continue setving as VAC chair next
fiscal yeat!

Old Business / New Business (Packet #1, page 54)

A.

Attendance Sheets

The board meeting and board committee meeting attendance sheets ate always
included in packet #1; please stay aware of your status.

Complete Meeting Evaluations

Yolanda asked the board members to please complete evaluation forms after the
meeting and submit them to her with any comments.

Visitation Repotts

There were no visitations reported.

Announcements / Information / Public Input

A.

Katie announced that she recently attended the Family Resource Center’s
conservatorship presentation at the center’s Santa Clatita Valley office — and it
was very informative.

The Annual Board Dinner will be held Saturday, June 8®. Invitations will be
going out next week.

15



NLACRC Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes Page 10
May 8, 2013

C.  Next Board Meeting: Wednesday, June 12, at 6:30 p.m. (Van Nuys)

D.  Kathleen Secchi announced that she recently went to Sacramento to patticipate in
SELPA Day visits with legislators at the State Capitol.

20. Adjournment

Yolanda adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m.

Submitted by,

Jennifer Kaiser
Executive Assistant

for:

Jenean Glover
Board Secretary

[bdmin.may8.2013]
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SB 468 Assembly Bill - Status Page 1 of 1

CURRENT BILL STATUS

MEASURE : S.B. No. 468

AUTHOR(S) : Emmerson and Beall (Coauthor: Assembly Member
Blumenfield).

TOPIC : Developmental services: statewide Self-Determination
Program.

HOUSE LOCATION : ASM

+LAST AMENDED DATE : 05/28/2013

TYPE OF BILL
Active
Non-Urgency
Non-Appropriations
Majority Vote Required
Non-State-Mandated Local Program
Fiscal
Non-Tax Levy

LAST HIST. ACT. DATE: 05/30/2013

LAST HIST. ACTION : In Assembly. Read first time. Held at Desk.
COMM. LOCATION : SEN APPROPRIATIONS

COMM. ACTION DATE : 05/23/2013

COMM. ACTION : Do pass as amended.

COMM. VOTE SUMMARY : Ayes: 07 Noes: 00 PASS

TITLE : An act to add Section 4685.8 to the Welfare and

Institutions Code, relating to developmental services.

http://www .leginfo.ca.gov/pub/1 3-14/bi11/sen/sb_0]l§ 1-0500/sb_468 bill 20130530 _status... 5/31/2013
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AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 28, 2013
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 25, 2013
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 15, 2013

SENATE BILL No. 468

Introduced by Senators Emmerson and Beall
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Blumenfieid)

February 21, 2013

An act to add Section 4685.8 to the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to
developmental services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 468, as amended, Emmerson. Developmental services: statewide Self-
Determination Program.

Under existing law, the Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act, the State
Department of Developmental Services contracts with regional centers to provide
support-and services and supports to individuals with developmental disabilities. Under
existing law, the regional centers purchase needed services and supports for individuals
with developmental disabilities through approved service providers, or arrange for their
provision through other publicly funded agencies. The services and supports to be
provided to a regional center consumer are contained in an individual program plan
(IPP), developed in accordance with prescribed requirements. Existing law establishes,
contingent upon approval of a federal waiver, the Self-Directed Services Program, and
requires the program to be available in every regional center catchment area to provide
participants, within an individual budget, greater control over needed services and
supports.

This bill would require the department, contingent upon approval of federal funding, to
establish and implement a state Self-Determination Program, as defined, that would be
available in every regional center catchment area to provide participants and their
families, within an individual budget, increased flexibility and choice, and greater control
over decisions, resources, and needed and desired services and supports to implement
their IPP, in accordance with prescribed requirements. The statewide program would be
phased in over 3 years, initially serving up to 2,500 regional center consumers, and
thereafter would be available on a voluntary basis to all regional center consumers. The
bill would require the department to, among other things, apply for federal funding for
the program by-Mareh—1; December 31, 2014.

Under-thebill;

This bill would provide that program participants-wottd receive an individual budget,
as prescribed, to be used for the purchase of services and supports necessary to
implement the participant’s IPP. The bill would require program participants to agree to,
among other things, manage self-determination services within the individual budget
amount.-Under-the-bith,—the The individual budget amount would be available to the
participant each year for the purchase of services and supports under the program until
a new individual budget has been determined. The bill would, among other things,
require each regional center to be responsible for implementing the program as a term

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/1 3-14/bill/sen/sb_01lg 1-0500/sb_468 bill 20130528 amen... 5/31/2013



SB 468 Senate Bill - AMENDED

Page 2 of 8

of its contract, and to establish a local advisory committee to provide oversight of the
project. The bill would require the State Council on Developmental Disabilities to issue to
the Legislature a report regarding the status of the program and recommendations to
the program, as specified, and would require the department, beginning January 10,

2016, to provide to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature

prescribed information relating to the program.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. State-mandated local
program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

P2 1

P3

VCoONOTTIDLPWNEFHUDRWN

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13-14/bill/sen/sb O%Ql-OSOO/sb 468 bill 20130528 amen...

SECTION 1.

The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) In 1998, the Legislature expanded the Lanterman
Developmental Disabilities Services Act to include a
self-determination pilot program. That pilot program was continued
by the Legislature in 2002 and 2003. However, the pilot program
was only available at five regional centers and the number of
individuals served by the self-determination pilot program remains
small, about 200 regional center consumers.

(b) As reflected in the State Department of Developmental
Services 2002 Report to the Legislature, the pilot program remains
an innovative,—cost-effective cost-effective, and successful way of
providing services to regional center consumers and their families.
The findings in the report show that self-determination pilot
program participants were happy and experienced more freedom
and responsibility in controlling the direction of their services and
life choices, and the program was cost neutral in the aggregate.
The report also found that good self-determination requires
intensive person-centered planning, collaboration, and follow-along
services and supports.

(c) Most other states have self-directed or self-determination
services as a model for providing services. Many California
consumers and families have asked for a statewide expansion of
the pilot program believing it will do the following: increase
innovative and effective services, eliminate bureaucracy, and
increase choices for consumers and parents, thereby allowing them
to increase their control of services and supports by easily
navigating increasingly complex service systems.

(d) The intent of this act is to allow for voluntary participation
in the Self-Determination Program while ensuring that the program
is available to all consumers regardless of geographic location,
economic or educational background, or race or ethnicity, and
ensuring a consistent statewide method of administration and
comparable services. To ensure these outcomes are achieved, it is
the intent of the Legislature that the State Department of
Developmental Services and local advisory boards be responsible
for oversight and monitoring of funds used for the
Self-Determination Program and the achievement of consumer
outcomes.

(e) In addition, the intent of this act is that the
Self-Determination Program be phased in over a three-year period
and that the program will continue to be available to all consumers
as an option after the initial phase-in period ends.

SEC. 2.

5/31/2013
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Section 4685.8 is added to the Welfare and Institutions
40 Code, to read:
P4 1 4685.8.
(a) The department shall implement a statewide

2 Self-Determination Program. The Self-Determination Program
3 shall be available in every regional center catchment area to provide
4 participants and their families, within an individual budget,
5 increased flexibility and choice, and greater control over decisions,
6 resources, and needed and desired services and supports to
7 implement their IPP. The statewide Self-Determination Program
8 shall be phased in over three years, initially serving up to 2,500
9 regional center consumers, and thereafter shall be available on a
10 voluntary basis to all regional center consumers.
11 (b) The department in establishing the statewide program shall
12 ensure the following:
13 (1) Participants in the program reflect the disability, ethnic, and
14 geographic diversity of the state.
15 (2) The program is cost neutral in the aggregate.
16 (3) A statewide method of administration and determining
17 comparable services.
18 (4) Oversight of expenditure of self-determined funds and the
19 achievement of consumer outcomes over time.
20 (5) Increased consumer and family control over which services
21 best meet their needs and the IPP objectives.
22 (6) Comprehensive person-centered planning, including an
23 individual budget and services that are outcome based. -
24 (7) Consumer and family training to ensure understanding of
25 the planning process and management of budgets, services, and
26 staff.
27 (8) Choice of independent facilitators who can assist with the

28 person-centered planning process and financial management
29 services providers who can assist with payments and provide
30 employee-related services.

31 (9) Innovation that will more effectively allow consumers to
32 achieve their goals.

33 (c) For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall
34 apply:

35 (1) “Financial management services” means services or

36 functions that assist the participant to manage and direct the
37 distribution of funds contained in the individual budget, and ensure
38 that the participant has the financial resources to implement his or
39 her IPP throughout the year. These may include, but are not limited
40 to, bill paying services and activities that facilitate the employment
PS5 1 of service and support workers by the participant, including, but
2 not limited to, fiscal accounting, tax withholding, and expenditure
3 reports. The department shall establish specific qualifications that
4 shall be required of a financial management services provider.
5 (2) “Independent facilitator” means a person, selected and
6 directed by the participant, who may assist the participant in
7 making informed decisions about the individual budget, and in
8 locating, accessing, and coordinating services consistent with the
9 participant’s IPP. He or she is available to assist in identifying
10 immediate and long-term needs, developing options to meet those
11 needs, leading or participating in the person-centered planning
12 process and development of the IPP, and obtaining identified
13 services and supports.

http://www .leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13-14/bill/sen/sb 0%% 1-0500/sb 468 bill 20130528 amen... 5/31/2013
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http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13-1 4/bill/sen/sb_0%§ 1-0500/sb_468 bill 20130528 amen...

(3) “Individual budget” means the amount of funding available
to the participant for the purchase of services and supports
necessary to implement the IPP. The individual budget shall be
constructed using a fair, equitable, and transparent methodology.

(4) “IPP” means individual program plan.

(5) “Participant” means an individual, and when appropriate,
his or her parents, legal guardian or conservator, or authorized
representative, who has been deemed eligible for, and has
voluntarily agreed to participate in, the Self-Determination
Program.

(6) “Self-determination” means a voluntary delivery system
consisting of a defined and comprehensive mix of services and
supports, selected and directed by a participant through
person-centered planning, in order to meet all or some of the
objectives in his or her IPP. Self-determination services and
supports are designed to assist the participant to achieve personally
defined outcomes in community settings that promote inclusion.
The Self-Determination Program shall only fund services and
supports that are approved by the federal-Center Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services.

(d) Participation in the Self-Determination Program is fully
voluntary. A consumer may choose to participate in, and may
choose to leave, the Self-Determination Program at any time. A
regional center may not require or prohibit participation in the
Self-Determination Program as a condition of eligibility for, or
the delivery of, services and supports otherwise available under
this division. Participation in the Self-Determination Program shall
be available to any regional center consumer who meets the
following eligibility requirements:

(1) The participant is three years of age or older.

(2) The participant has a developmental disability, as defined
in Section 4512,

(3) The participant does not live in a licensed long-term health
care facility, as defined in paragraph (44) of subdivision (a) of
Section 54302 of Title 17 of the California Code of Regulations.
An individual, and when appropriate his or her parent, legal
guardian or conservator, or authorized representative, who is not
eligible to participate in the Self-Determination Program pursuant
to this paragraph may request that the regional center provide
person-centered planning services in order to make arrangements
for transition to the Self-Determination Program. In that case, the
regional center shall initiate person-centered planning services
within 60 days of that request.

(4) The participant agrees to all of the following terms and
conditions:

(A) The participant shall receive an orientation to the
Self-Determination Program prior to enroliment.

(B) The participant shall agree to utilize the services and
supports available within the Self-Determination Program only
when generic services and supports cannot be accessed.

(C) The participant shall only use services and supports
necessary to implement his or her IPP and shall agree to comply
with any and all other terms and conditions for participation in the
Self-Determination Program described in this section.

(D) The participant shall manage Self-Determination Program
services and supports within the individual budget amount.
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30 (E) The participant shall utilize the services of the
31 conflict-of-interest-free financial management services provider
32 of his or her own choosing.
33 (F) The participant may utilize the services of a
34 conflict-of-interest-free independent facilitator of his or her own
35 choosing for the purpose of providing services and functions as
36 described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (c). The financial
37 management services provider shall determine that the independent
38 facilitator is adequately trained and otherwise qualified.
39 (e) A participant who is not Medi-Cal eligible may participate
40 in the Self-Determination Program and receive self-determination
P7 1 services and supports if all other program eligibility requirements
2 are met.
3 (f) An individual receiving services and supports under the
4 self-determination projects authorized pursuant to Section 13 of
5 Chapter-86 1043 of the Statutes of 1998, as amended, may elect
6 to continue to receive self-determination services and supports
7 pursuant to this section. An individual who participates in the
8 Self-Determination Program may elect to continue to receive
9 self-determination services and supports if he or she transfers to
10 another regional center catchment area.
11 (g) If at any time during participation in the Self-Determination
12 Program a regional center determines that a participant is no longer
13 eligible to continue in, or a participant voluntarily chooses to exit,
14 the Self-Determination Program, the regional center shall provide
15 for the participant’s transition from the Self-Determination Program
16 to other services and supports. This transition shall include the
17 development of a new IPP that reflects the services and supports
18 necessary to meet the individual’s needs. The regional center shall
19 ensure that there is no gap in services and supports during the
20 transition period.
21 (h) An individual determined to be ineligible for or who
22 voluntarily exits the Self-Determination Program shall be permitted
23 to return to the Self-Determination Program upon meeting all
24 applicable eligibility criteria and upon approval of the participant’s
25 IPP team, as described in subdivision (j) of Section 4512.
26 (i) The IPP team shall utilize the person-centered planning
27 process to develop the IPP for a participant. The IPP shall detail
28 the goals and objectives of the participant that are to be met through
29 the purchase of participant-selected services and supports. The
30 IPP team shall determine the individual budget to ensure the budget
31 assists the participant to achieve the outcomes set forth in his or
32 her IPP and ensures his or her health and safety. The completed
33 individual budget shall be attached to the IPP.
34 (j) The participant shall implement his or her IPP, including
35 choosing the services and supports allowable under this section
36 necessary to implement the plan. A participant is exempt from
37 Section 4783, the Family Cost Participation Program, and cost
38 control restrictions, including, but not limited to, purchases of
39 services and supports pursuant to Sections 4648.35, 4648.5, and
40 4659, subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of
P8 1 Section 4685, Sections 4648.55, 4686.2, 4686.5, and 4689, and
2 purchase of services best practices enacted pursuant to Section
3 4620.3. A regional center shall not prohibit the purchase of any
4 service or support that is otherwise allowable under this section.
5 (k) A participant shall have all the rights established in Chapter
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7 (commencing with Section 4700).

(/) The department, in consultation with stakeholders, shall
develop a methodology for individual budgets that ensures the
budgets are computed in a fair, transparent, and equitable manner
and are based on consumer characteristics and needs, and a method
for adjusting individual budgets to address a participant’s
unanticipated needs. In developing this methodology, the
department shall ensure that budgets of all participants are cost
neutral in the aggregate within each regional center.

(m) The IPP team, using the methodology developed in
subdivision (/), shall determine the individual budget for the
participant. That individual budget amount shall be available to
the participant each year for the purchase of program services and
supports until a new individual budget has been determined. An
individual budget shall be calculated no more than once in a
12-month period, unless revised to reflect the unanticipated needs
of the participant. The individual budget shall be distributed among
uniform budget categories developed by the department in
consultation with stakeholders.

(n) Annually, participants may transfer up to 20 percent of the
funds originally distributed to any budget category set forth in
subdivision (m), to another budget category or categories. Transfers
in excess of 20 percent of the original amount allocated to any
budget category may be made upon the approval of the regional
center or the participant’s IPP team. Regional centers or the IPP
team may only deny a transfer if necessary to protect the health
and safety of the participant.

(o) Consistent with the implementation date of the IPP, the IPP
team shall annually ascertain from the participant whether there
are any circumstances that require a change to the annual individual
budget. Based on that review, the IPP team shall calculate a new
individual budget consistent with the methodology identified in
subdivision (/).

(p) On or before-Mareh—1; December 31, 2014, the department
shall apply for federal Medicaid funding for the Self-Determination
Program by applying for a state plan amendment, an amendment
to a current home- and community-based waiver for individuals
with developmental disabilities, for a new waiver, or by seeking
to maximize federal financial participation through other means.
Contingent upon approval of federal funding, the
Self-Determination Program shall be established. The department
shall adopt regulations to implement the procedures set forth in
this section.

(q) The department, in consultation with stakeholders, shall
develop informational materials about the Self-Determination
Program. The department shall ensure that regional centers are
trained in the principles of self-determination, the mechanics of
the Self-Determination Program, and the rights of consumers and
families as candidates for, and participants in, the
Self-Determination Program.

(r) Each regional center shall be responsible for implementing
the Self-Determination Program as a term of its contract under
Section 4629. As part of implementing the program, the regional
center shall do all of the following:

(1) Contract with local or family-run consumer organizations
to conduct outreach and training through local meetings or forums
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to provide regional center consumers and their families with
information about the Self-Determination Program and to help
ensure that the program is available to a diverse group of
participants, with special outreach to underserved communities.

(2) Advance funds to a financial management services provider
to facilitate participation in the Self-Determination Program, as
determined necessary by a participant’s IPP team.

(s) The financial management services provider shall provide
the participant, or his or her authorized representative, and the
regional center service coordinator with a monthly individual
budget statement that describes the amount of funds allocated by
budget category, the amount spent in the previous 30-day period,
and the amount of funding that remains available under the
participant’s individual budget.

(t) Only the financial management services provider is required
to apply for vendorization in accordance with Subchapter 2
(commencing with Section 54300) of Chapter 3 of Title 17 of the
California Code of Regulations, for the Self-Determination
Program. All other service providers shall have applicable state
licenses, certifications, or other state required documentation, but
are exempt from the vendorization requirements set forth in Title
17 of the California Code of Regulations. The financial
management services provider shall ensure and document that all
service providers meet specified requirements for any service that
may be delivered to the participant.

(u) A participant may request, at no charge to the participant or
the regional center, criminal history background checks for persons
seeking employment as a provider of services and supports and
providing direct care services and supports to the participant.

(1) Criminal history record checks pursuant to this subdivision
shall be performed and administered as described in subdivision
(b) and subdivisions (d) to (h), inclusive, of Section 4689.2, and
Sections 4689.4 to 4689.6, inclusive, and shall apply to
vendorization of providers and hiring of employees to provide
services and supports for family home agencies and family homes.

(2) The department may enter into a written agreement with the
Department of Justice to implement this subdivision.

(v) Each regional center shall establish a local advisory
committee to provide oversight of the Self-Determination Program.
The regional center, area board, and the Office of Clients’ Rights
Advocacy of Disability Rights California shall each appoint
one-third of the membership of the committee, which shall consist
of consumers, family members, clients’ rights advocates and other
advocates, and community leaders. A majority of the committee
shall be consumers and their family members. The committee shall
reflect the multicultural diversity and geographic profile of the
catchment area. The committee shall review the development and
ongoing progress of the Self-Determination Program, including
whether the program is operating consistent with the requirements
of this section, and may make ongoing recommendations for
improvement to the regional center and the department.

(w) Commencing January 10, 2016, the department shall
annually provide the following information to the appropriate
policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature:

(1) Number and characteristics of participants, by regional
center.
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38 (2) Types and ranking of services and supports purchased under
39 the Self-Determination Program, by regional center.
P11 1 (3) Range and average of individual budgets, by regional center,

2 including adjustments to the budget to address unanticipated need.
3 (4) Information regarding participant satisfaction under the

4 Self-Determination Program and, when data is available, the

5 traditional service delivery system, by regional center.

6 (5) The proportion of participants who report that their choices

7 and decisions are respected and supported.

8 (6) The proportion of participants who report that they are able
9 to recruit and hire qualified service providers.

10 (7) The number and outcome of individual budget appeals, by
11 regional center.

12 (8) The number and outcome of fair hearing appeals, by regional
13 center.

14 (9) The number of participants who voluntarily withdraw from

15 the Self-Determination Program and a summary of the reasons
16 why, by regional center.

17 (10) The number of participants who are subsequently

18 determined to no longer be eligible for the Self-Determination
19 Program and a summary of the reasons why, by regional center.

20 (11) Identification of barriers to participation and
21 recommendations for program improvements.
22 (12) A comparison of average annual expenditures for

23 individuals with similar characteristics not participating in the

24 Self-Determination Program.

25 (x) The State Council on Developmental Disabilities, in

26 collaboration with the protection and advocacy agency identified
27 in Section 4900 and the federally funded University Centers for
28 Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research,

29 and Service, shall issue a report to the Legislature no later than
30 three years following the approval of the federal funding on the
31 status of the Self-Determination Program authorized by this section,
32 and provide recommendations to enhance the effectiveness of the
33 program.
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